388               To the Earl of Hertford             [1755

Sandwich moved to vote Wilkes the author; but this Lord
Mansfield stopped, advertising the House that it was neces-
sary first to hear what Wilkes could say in his defence.
To-day, therefore, was appointed for that purpose; but it
has been put off by Martin's lodging a caveat. This bomb
was certainly well conducted, and the secret, though known
to many, well kept. The management is worthy of Lord
Sandwich, and like him. It may sound odd for me, with
my principles, to admire Lord Sandwich; but besides that
he has in several instances been very obliging to me, there
is a good humour and an industry about him that are very
uncommon. I do not admire politicians; but when they are
excellent in their way, one cannot help allowing them their
due. Nobody but he could have struck a stroke like this.

Yesterday we sat till eight on the Address, which yet
passed without a negative: we had two very long speeches
from Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grenville; many fine parts in each.
Mr. Pitt has given the latter some strong words, yet not so
many as were expected. To-morrow we go on the great
question of privilege; but I must send this away, as we
have no chance of leaving the House before midnight, if
before next morning.

TMs long letter contains the history of but two days;
yet if two days furnish a history, it is not my fault. The
ministry, I think, may do whatever they please. Three
hundred, that will give up their own privileges, may be
depended upon for giving up anything else. I have not
time or room to ask a question, or say a word more.

Nov. 18, Friday.

I have luckily got a holiday, and can continue my dis-
pateli, as you know dinner-time is my chief hour of busi-
The Speaker4, unlike Mr. Onslow, who was immortal
* Sir John Oust.ibras.
